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      NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY DESK

By Bree Bussell, Adult Circulation Librarian

As I’m sure you may have noticed 
the library is undergoing another big 
change. We are updating our front 
entrance with some lovely new windows 
and a beautiful new wooden door! So with 
a fresh coat of paint and some new flooring
the library will feel even more warm and 
inviting than before. We hope all of our 
patrons like the updates. 

Watch for the Library’s beautiful new entrance!

Our Friday afternoon program Sit & 
Knit will still run through the summer and 
we’d love to see some new faces! Bring 
your knitting, crocheting, or any sewing 
project you’re currently working on and 
have a seat with us. Take a break from the 
summer heat and enjoy our AC while you 
chat with us, trade knitting knowledge and 
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meet some new friends. As always, we are
willing to teach you how to knit or crochet if
you’re a beginner. We even have some 
great books to go along with your knitting, 
crocheting, sewing or quilting needs!

On Wednesday, July 31st we are 
hosting Picturing Maine: A Postcard 
History. Please join us for this wonderful 
program with Libby Bischof, Professor of 
History and Director of the Osher Map 
Library at University of Southern Maine.  
Bischof will look at how the concept of 
“Maine” and specifically the Skowhegan 
region, was created visually, focusing on 
postcard imagery from the late-nineteenth
to mid-twentieth centuries. Dr. Bischof is 
also the creator of the Maine Postcard 
Project, which promotes the history and 
resurgence of postcards as a 
communication device. We hope to see 
everyone there as we learn more about the
beautiful state we live in and call home! 

*****************************************

COMMUNITY DISPLAYS
at your Library

Look for a special Library Display 
in the circulation room for the month of 
July featuring the Friends of the Library. 
You’ll see some pictures and descriptions 
of the Friends’ fundraisers, past and 
present. 

Many thanks to this wonderful 
organization and its volunteer workers who
do so much for our library!
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CHILDREN’S ROOM

By Angie Herrick, Youth Services Librarian

The summer reading program is up and
running and so far, we are off to a great start.  
If you haven’t signed your children up for it yet,
don’t worry there is still time.  We have a lot of 
family programs lined up during this eight-
week long program.  We have an author visit, 
a concert at Coburn Park, Mad Science and 
more!  For a full list of events with more 
details, please see our Facebook page or our 
website.      

The whole point of our summer reading
program is two-fold.  One goal is to keep kids 
reading and stop the “summer slide” from 
happening.  The summer slide is when kids 
stop doing academics during the summer 
months and when they get back to school in 
the fall, they are actually behind where they 
were when they finished school the previous 
summer.  We encourage kids (and families) to 
read, read, read!  The second goal of the 
summer reading program is to get kids excited 
about the library and the world around them.  
We do this by offering various free programs 
throughout the summer and having lots of 
exciting things in which families may 
participate.  We like to see kids engaged with 
hands on learning, projects, activities, our 
community and each other.  If you have any 
questions about the programs going on this 
summer, please call.

If you see a new face in the children’s 
library you have probably met our new high 
school summer intern, Maritza, who will be 
working with us through the duration of the 
summer reading program. She can help you 
find books, get your prizes, and check out.  
She is also helping Miss Angie prep crafts for 
storytime and keep the children’s library 
running in tip top shape!

Although we are all enjoying the long 
and warm summer days, fall will be on our 
doorstep before we realize it. That being said, 
we are excited to be announcing TWO new 
youth programs that we will be offering for the 
entire school year.  The first one is Coding 
and Robotics for kids in grades 2-4.  This 
program is going to run a little differently than 
others in the past.  We are going to run 
sessions.  The first session begins Thursday, 
August 29th and runs every Thursday for six  

weeks.  Kids will have to register and try to 
commit to coming to every session for the six 
weeks, as each week’s session will build off the 
last.  This is limited to six students, so the 
participants can really get hands on experience 
with our robots and coding apps. At the end of 
the six weeks, we will start a new session to 
allow more kids access to the program.  If you 
are interested or have questions, please contact 
Miss Angie or Josie at the library.  

The second new program we will be 
offering is Smart Cookies Book Club. Parents 
have been asking for me to expand my book 
club to lower grades, so we are excited to be 
offering this new program for this year.  Smart 
Cookie Book Club will be for students in 4th and 
5th grade and will run the second Wednesdays 
of the month at 4:00.  We will all read the same 
book every month, talk about it, enjoy some 
cookies, and do a small project/activity based on
the book.  To join, students must have an active 
library card, because the books will be loaned 
out. (This means no worries about having to 
purchase the books.) 

**************************************
BECOME A FRIEND OF YOUR LIBRARY TODAY!

The Friends of the Skowhegan Free Public Library is 
a not-for-profit organization that helps promote and 
improve the Library’s resources and facilities. Your 
membership in the Friends provides critical support to
our Library. Suggested dues are $24 for individuals 
and $36 for families. Many give even more. Please 
consider the role that our Library plays in our 
community, and choose a level of support that’s right 
for you. Whatever you decide, you can be sure that 
any amount is gratefully received and much needed.
…………………………………………………
Please complete this form and mail to: Skowhegan 
Free Public Library, 9 Elm Street, Skowhegan, Maine 
04976

Name
Address
City
State Zip Code
Tel. #
E-Mail Address
Please check the activities you are willing to help 
with.

o Refreshments for library activities.

o Making phone calls.

o Helping with fundraising activities



Emerson adds some prizes she donated to our
Summer Reading prize box

***************************************

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

On June 1, the Friends sponsored a Golf 
Tournament at Lakewood Golf Course. Thanks 
to the hard work of many volunteers led by 
Tracey Brown and Jeanne Shay, $4,117.26 was 
earned at this event!

Within a few weeks, library patrons and 
visitors will be able to admire several wonderful 
Raffle Baskets filled with treasures and gift 
certificates. Be sure to take a chance on winning 
one of these prizes by buying a ticket from one of
the librarians. Proceeds will go towards a new 
Circulation Desk designed especially for our 
library by Steve Dionne.

The next fundraising event will be the 
annual Library Lunches which will be held on 
Friday, October 11. 

     

        

NEW BOOKS

FICTION

Atherton, Nancy/ Aunt Dimity and the Heart of 
Gold

Atwood, Margaret/ The Testaments
Awad, Mona/ Bunny
Blake, Sarah/ The Guest Book
Brown, Rita Mae/ Whiskers in the Dark
Clancy, Tom/ Enemy Contact
Cussler, Clive/ The Oracle
Doiron, Paul/ Almost Midnight
Hilderbrand, Elin/ Summer of ‘69
Jackson, Lisa/ Paranoid
Mallery, Susan/ The Summer of Sunshine & 

Margot
Palmer, Diana/ Unleashed
Patterson, James/ Unsolved
Peterson, Tracie/ Wherever You Go
Ramos, Joanne/ The Farm
Steel, Danielle/ Lost and Found
Thor, Brad/ Backlash
Weiner, Jennifer/ Mrs. Everything
Woods, Stuart/ Skin Game

NON FICTION

Larson, Emily/ The Best baby Names for Boys
Larson, Emily/ The Best Baby Names for Girls

     ****************************************
          

High Schoolers show off their 80s sunglasses
after breaking out of their escape room during

June’s Regression Session.



Calendar of Events

Story Time: Every Wednesday, 10:15 AM 

JULY
July 2 Galaxy Slime and Playdough Workshop, 1:00 and 2:30 Pre-Registration Required
July 4 Library closed for Independence Day
July 5 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
July 9 Drumming with Annegret Baier, 3:00 PM at the Skowhegan History House
July 12 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
July 16 Earth and Sky at the LC Bates Museum, 10:00 AM
July 19 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
July 23 Earth Jams Concert, 12:00 at Coburn Park
July 26 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
July 30 Northern Stars Planetarium Shows at 10:00 & 11:00 at the Margaret Chase Smith Library. Pre-Registration required
July 31 Picturing Maine: A Post Card History, 5:30
AUGUST
Aug. 2 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
Aug. 6 Maine Author visit, Russ Cox, 10:30 AM
Aug. 9 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
Aug. 13 Mad Science: 321 Blastoff !, 10:30 AM
Aug. 16 Summer Reading Program ends
Aug. 16 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
Aug. 16 High School Regression Session: Kahoot for Kash, 6 – 8:30 PM. Pre-Registration required.
Aug. 21 Pig Out On Reading: A Storytime with Farm Minor and Daisy, 10:15 AM
Aug. 23 Sit &Knit, 1:00 PM
Aug. 30 Sit & Knit, 1:00 PM
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Library Staff

Head Librarian and
Youth Services: Angie Herrick

Technology Librarian: Josie Pease
Adult Circulation: Breanna Bussell

Interlibrary Loan Librarian: Francoise LaBonte, 

Your Library Trustees:

Patrick Dore, Karen Lewia, 
Hannah Luce, Lynn Perry, 
Lynda Quinn, Warren Shay
Ex Officio: FOL President

Friends officers:

 Pres. Bonnie Chamberlain
Vice Pres.  Maureen Davis 

Tracey Brown, sec.
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